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Welcome to the Societyõs June e-newsletter, which highlights a few of  the various events ð 
conferences, lectures, training sessions, news items, etc ð which we hope to be of  interest 
to our members. Although general queries should continue to be directed to Hannah 
(info@surreyarchaeology.org.uk), those interested in volunteer opportunities or general 
outreach can contact me at outreach@surreyarchaeology.org.uk. Please also keep up-to-
date via the website and social media (@surreyarch) for group and event updates. 

        Anne Sassin (SyAS Outreach Projects Manager) 

 
 

Get to know the Surrey County Council Historic Environment Planning team  

Earlier in June, the Society arranged an online Zoom session with 
SCCõs Historic Environment Planning team to get to know the 
people and their roles and learn how we can better work together. 
Subjects discussed included the planning process as it affects                      
archaeology and historic buildings and SCCõs roles in this regard; 
the network of  County Sites of  Archaeological Importance and 
Areas of  High Archaeological Potential; accessing the rich         
resources of  the Historic Environment Record; the current Local 
Heritage Lists project covering six Surrey boroughs and districts; 
using grey literature reports; the value of  Scheduled Monument 
condition reports and notifying the HER of  other discoveries. 

The pdfs and recordings of  the presentations have kindly been made available by the 
HEP team and are available to view on the Societyõs YouTube channel (with the pdfs on 
the Societyõs website). Many thanks again to those involved for the time they put into the 
day and for sharing their excellent resources. 

 

Jubilee illustrated talk on Cobham Parish Church 

Earlier this month, Dr David Taylor gave an illustrated talk 
on ôOur Crowning Glory, Cobhamõs Ancient Parish 
Church, its history and new discoveriesõ at St Andrewõs 
Church, Church Street, coinciding with the release of  a 
newly revised History and Guide Book. This talk was      
recorded and has also been made available on YouTube. 
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Rowhurst May 2022 excavations 

A further season of  SyAS-led work took place at 
Rowhurst in Leatherhead and five areas on the site 
were examined in total. A trench was placed in the 
southern field over a cropmark seen on an              
early aerial photograph. The clay-rich soil merged 
into a sticky yellow clay at 30cm with few finds, and 
the trench was closed. A further trench was placed 
behind the part of  the house that has been dated to 
1346 to try to detect the W-shaped road seen on a 

1798 map. The road had disappeared by 1820. Placement of  this trench was difficult, and 
no finds or road were found. 

Another trench was placed next to the later 1632 part of  
the house. A compacted surface was found and under 
this a line of  mortared flints. The 2019 Trench 11 on 
the sloping lawn was extended to the west and the 
south. Half  the trench comprised a grey/brown gritty 
clay with finds of  Roman and prehistoric pottery. This 
trench was taken down to 1m, but we ran out of  time to 
go deeper. 

A further trench was placed on the south side 
of  the square pond to try to discover if  the 
pond had once been a building. On early maps 
the pond is marked as a building and it has the 
same dimensions as the cellar of  the main 
house. We came across a packed chalk surface 
made up of  pieces of  
chalk between 5 to 25cm 
in size, some of  which 
were shaped. Overlying 

the chalk nearest to the pond was a thick layer of  packed flints in 
clay. A sondage through these flints revealed a 3cm layer of  clay at a 
depth of  30cm and under this was two layers of  packed chalk                 
pieces. This chalk was beneath the water level of  the pond and very 
near the edge of  the pond. Fortunately, we avoided a flood. Finds 
included a sickle, three whetstones and some pottery. 

Our generous hosts, Lucy and Adam, provided tea, coffee and biscuits every day and a 
strawberry cream tea on the last day. 

            Lyn Spencer 
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