Introduction
In Spring 1966 Park Farm, in the centre of the small village of Badshot Lea, between Farnham and Aldershot on the Surrey/Hampshire border, was sold by its long time owner, Mr Tice, for housing development.  The site consisted of approx 120 acres of pasture, surrounded by a substantial brick wall.  In the centre was a Victorian farmhouse, behind which was a square garden mainly used as an orchard.  The orchard was surrounded by a U-shaped moat, still containing over a metre of water in places.  Within 100 metres, surrounded by pasture, was a village pond, which from its shape was possibly a medieval fish pond associated with the moated site. Documentary evidence showed that the site had originally contained a large Georgian house demolished in the 1830’s, and it was suspected that the moat site contained the medieval ‘manor’ house of Badshot.  Badshot was never a manor in the legal sense (e.g. having a manor court) , but Pipe Rolls of the early 13th Century refer to the ‘Lord of Badset’.
The developer’s had been granted planning permission for an estate of 150 houses.  , and Surrey Archaeological Society, in conjunction with the Farnham Museum Society decided that it would mount a small scale excavation on the moated site and its immediate surroundings.  Early use of resistivity surveying indicated buried structures slightly to the south east of the moated area, and a dig was commenced in May 1966 directed by Mr Bult of Grayswood.  This dig, staffed entirely by amateurs, continued until stopped by the developers in August 1966.

The following year Ian Dormor, of the Farnham Museum Society, obtained permission from the developer to mount a small evaluation excavation on the moat island.  Medieval and Tudor structures were discovered, and several interesting medieval datable finds were made.  The dig continued, again as an amateur effort, over every weekend in the Spring of 1967 until suddenly halted by the developer, who then filled in the excavation trenches and the moat with a bulldozer.  
Subsequently the estate was completed, but the moat island was left untouched and gifted to Waverley Borough Council as a public open space.  The arms of the moat, in their filled in state, are now situated in the rear gardens of several of the house (probably unknown to their owners). The author’s house and garden adjoin the eastern side of the moat island. 

Post excavation very little was done to either document the site or conserve and analyse the finds.  Short articles were written by Ian Dormor for the Surrey Archaeological Society bulletin and the Farnham Museum Society newsletters, but no full account was written or published of the excavation.  No finds have been located in Farnham Museum.  All the records and surviving finds from the dig were still in the possession of Ian Dormor, the dig director.

This paper will consider how the dig was carried out, and what happened to the records and finds subsequently.  There has never been a full account written of the excavation.  The excavation was essentially a product of its time, and it will be contrasted with what would have happened if the site were to be threatened by development today, both in terms of planning requirements and the methodologies used in carrying it out.
