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The Excavation of a Roman Settlement Site i Rob Poulton
Adjacent to Broad Street Common, Worplesdon, Surrey

Introduction

The excavation near Barnwood School in the summer and autumn of 1998 was the
culmination of two previous seasons of trial archaeological work. The first of these, in
1994, was arranged when consideration was being given by Surrey County Council
to the possibility of redevelopment of all or part of the area shown as sampled on
fig 1. The area was believed to be of high archaeological potential because of the
known presence of a major Roman building on the common just to the west
(Sibthorpe 1829) and the presence of an 18th century farm at the north end of the
site, which was believed to have medieval antecedents (Jones 1995). This initial
evaluation found little evidence for the latter, but did find an extensive spread of
Roman material.

These results were an important consideration in a subsequent review of the
development possibilities. There are no current (October 1999) proposals for
development of the northern part of the area. The central portion has been made into
a school playing field. The insertion of a drainage system when this happened in
1995 resulted in some near surface damage to archaeological remains and was
accompanied by some salvage recording of the evidence. The southern area was
proposed for housing development and a second trial trench evaluation of this area
was undertaken in 1997 in order to establish more precisely the extent and
importance of the Roman remains within it. This evaluation established that
significant archaeological evidence was confined to the area which was later subject
to detailed excavation in August to November 1998, work which was required by a
condition contained within the grant of planning permission for housing development
within the southern area, which was made in February 1998.

Pre and post Roman

It is important to note that the positive archaeological results are exclusively of
Roman date. Two prehistoric potsherds from such a large area of investigation do not
provide any argument for significant activity at that time. This suggestion is supported
by the lack of worked flint. The complete, or near complete, absence of medieval
material initially caused more surprise, but the absence of a farm on this site on
Norden’s map of 1607 (Crocker 1983 fig 1) of Guildford Park seems to confirm that
Park Barn Farm was not established until the 17th or 18th century.

The 1998 discoveries

The discoveries made in 1998 may usefully be discussed in relation to three
suggested phases of activity which are provisional and tentative pending more
detailed analysis. There is very little pottery that need be of 1st century origin and it
seems reasonably certain that the first phase of activity begins in the early to mid 2nd
century. The earliest activity may be indicated by a number of human cremations,
consisting of little more than scoops in the ground in which burnt remains including
fragments of human bone, were deposited. They are difficult to date but may be
earlier than or contemporary with the establishment of a major boundary ditch which
precedes the phase 2 buildings. The ditch was certainly a major feature, possibly
extending as far as TT14 (fig 1). A post-built building is on the same alignment and
probably of the same phase, since the dateable pottery from the backfill of these post
holes is of 2nd century date.

The main building (hereafter called the villa) of phase 2 may have been erected while
the post-built structure still stood since the south-west end of the latter is exactly
aligned with the main north-east wall of the former. Indeed the possibility that the
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Fig 1 Broad Street, Worplesdon: plan showing the location of all archaeological investigations.
The location of Sibthorpe’s Villa is based on that of the Ordnance Survey. Its plan and
orientation are based on Sibthorpe 1829, although the precise alignment has been
adjusted to agree broadly with that of the walls in the 1998 investigations, as Sibthorpe
gives only a broad north-south orientation.






