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E X C A V A T I O N S I N F A R N H A M P A R K
Proof that volunteers can be just as eccentric as professionals (pace
Graham Hayman in Bulletin 320). Pauline Hulse poses with a bomb by
a WW2 spigot mortar position recently excavated in Farnham Park.

Photo by Dave Attryde

P.S. The mortar was a drill issue and filled with sand not explosive Ñ or so we were told.



Excavations at Farnham Park (centred SU 84 48) David Graham
Volunteers from the Society and local groups have recently completed a week-long
excavation programme designed to test various features that were noted during a
landscape survey carried out last winter. The work forms part of a larger project,
commissioned by Waverley Borough Council, which also includes an air photographic
transcription and mapping programme to be carried out by the RCHME and a review
of historical sources relating to the park.
The archaeological work consisted of opening a number of trial trenches, which were
all excavated by hand and located to provide the maximum information with minimum
disturbance to this public open space. The excavations were visited by large numbers
of members of the public including a group of children who were taking part in a
'History Detectives' event, organised by the Park Rangers and centred on the
archaeology of the park

The results of the trenching were both encouraging and extremely varied Ñ ranging
from the location of a prehistoric site yielding debitage and burnt ßint at the northern
end of the park, to the partial uncovering of a WW2 Home Guard spigot mortar
position dating to 1941. This was sited to Þre mortars into Farnham town, presumably
in case the German army reached as far as South Street. Other Þnds included the
location of a previously unrecorded road with gravel metalling and side ditches. This
ran east-west across the park, more or less parallel to the existing Avenue, and
appears to terminate in a raised area adjacent to the castle defences. As clay pipe
stems and pottery of probable 17th century date were recovered from the metalling, it
seems possible that the road is a Civil War feature, perhaps connected with the
cannon park and military camp known to have been located in this general area.

Perhaps the most interesting result came from a trench sited across a low Þeld
boundary associated with the extensive system of strip Þelds which are still visible on
the south slope of the park. Surprisingly, the small trench produced a few sherds of
coarse and green glazed wares from the base of the ditch inÞll and this would seem to
conÞrm a medieval date for the Þeld systems. Less satisfactorily, a trench across a
trident-shaped feature, opposite St James' Avenue, turned out to be a WW2 air raid
shelter, rather than the 18th century tower that we had hoped for. Interestingly, three
elderly gentlemen commented on the site Ñ one to the effect that he remembered
playing in the shelter as a child, one that it was the site of an ATC hut and one that
there had been nothing there at all during the last war! Our conclusion was that elderly
gentlemen are an unreliable source of information.

Despite this, a Þnal bonus came when yet another elderly gentleman said that he
remembered playing as a child in a brick tunnel set into the ditch of Farnham Castle.
In this case, he actually showed us the spot, which had been blocked off at some time
though the brickwork was still visible. From the description, this was almost certainly
the site of an 18th/19th century icehouse.

Having been rude about elderly gentlemen, I should perhaps even the score by
saying that the spigot mortar excavation was visited by a group of sixth formers (the
cream of Farnham's youth). They expressed great interest and asked "who won the
last war?" and "did the Germans get as far as Farnham?" Ñ thus providing an
interesting insight into standards of modern history teaching.
Thanks to everyone who helped on the dig, to Waverley Borough Council for
commissioning the work and to David Bird for supervising the project.

The Purpose o f A rchaeo logy and i t s Pub l i ca t ion Denn is Turner
The purpose of archaeology must be to help the telling of new and more detailed and
accurate stories about the past to all who are interested and to those who ouaht to be

o


