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We are sad to record the death of Hugh Thompson, a Vice-President of the

Society, in October 1995. After distinguished war service and study at Exeter
College, Oxford, and a brief time as an Inspector of Ancient Monuments, Hugh
was appointed Keeper at Lincoln Museum, where he excavated the aqueduct
and gates. He then became Curator of the Grosvenor Museum, Chester, where
he carried out his classic work on the Roman amphitheatre which continued
when he moved to a lectureship at Manchester. He was Assistant Secretary
and editor of the Society of Antiquaries from 1967 to his retirement in 1988.

During his tenure the post was upgraded to General Secretary, with the
opportunity to join the fellowship; he also served as President of the Royal
Archaeological Institute for three years.

Hugh's main contribution to the archaeology of Surrey was the excavation in the
1970s of the Iron Age hillforts of Anstiebury, Holmbury and Hascombe, to which
Oldbury and Bigberry in Kent were added later. All were published with
commendable speed in the Antiquaries Journal. The discovery Ñ previous to
his work Ñ of an assemblage of iron slave shackles at Bigberry led him to an
enduring interest in this subject. The hillfort excavations were on a quite modest
scale, and he enlisted my help to pick out signiÞcant areas by magnetometer
screening, with limited resistivity to test possible entrances. The excavation and
survey showed that the hillforts had not been heavily occupied, and Hugh
proposed that they had been thrown up in response to the threat of Caesar's
Þrst expedition in 55 BC, and rapidly passed by. An intensive study of
radiocarbon samples from Hascombe, using the newly published deÞnitive
tree-ring calibration, indicated a date span of 80-70 BC, apparently rather
earlier than some potin coins. At this time, there was also a resurgence in the
development of archaeomagnetic dating, and the hillforts provided vital
calibration samples for the Þrst century BC, as well as evidence of the
effectiveness of ditch silt for this type of dating. It was the interest of Hugh
Thompson that enabled Surrey to make its formative contribution to these
s t u d i e s .

Hugh was an urbane and kindly man, impressively Þrm when necessary, but
always reasonable. I remember with delight our telephone conversations that
always dissolved in laughter, although somehow an underlying seriousness
survived. The task of obtaining permission from all the organisations with an
interest in the Oldbury site, which included designation as an SSSI, even
moved him to poetry, of which, regrettably, I can remember only two lines; 'But
the cruellest joke / Was the sessile oak...'.

Tony CiariK



C O U N C I L N E W S

Annual General Meet ing
The 1995 Annual General Meeting was held at Brooklands Museum, Weybridge on
3rd December. Mr R F Muir was re-elected as President and the serving Honorary
Vice-Presidents, Vice-Presidents and OfÞcers were also re-elected.
Mrs S F Corke, Mr D J Cluett, Mrs J English, Mrs R E Hunter, Mr J M Rubra and Mr R
W Williams were elected to Council. The retiring members, Mr P J Gray, Mr H G
Knowles and Mr D M Sturley were thanked for their services during their four-year
term of ofÞce.

The President, in his review of the year, commented on the many activities in which
the Society was engaged. Thanks were due to the Honorary OfÞcers, members of the
Society's committees, the staff at Castle Arch and all the volunteers who helped the
Society in so many ways.
About 60 members attended the AGM and many took advantage of the opportunity to
tour the various exhibits at the museum before the start of the meeting. The afternoon
was concluded by a lecture on the history of Brooklands by Mr J Pulford, the Curator
of Collections at Brooklands Museum.

T r e a s u r e B i l l

As members may have read in the national press. Sir Anthony Grant MP has agreed
to introduce the Society's Bill for the reform of Treasure Trove law in the House of
Commons. Sir Anthony drew position No. 7 in the Private Members' Bills ballot and is
thus assured of debating time in the House. As there is all party support for the
measure, it now appears that the Bill is likely to pass through Parliament in the current
sess ion .

Young Archaeologists' Club News
The YACS enjoyed a Þnds processing session at Salters in September, when they
were given the opportunity to process material from Farnborough Hill and Abinger.
They always appreciate the opportunity for hands on experience of genuine artefacts.
Since then, a visit to the Science Museum to look at the new Technology Gallery and
the Star Trek Exhibition has taken place. The members enjoyed the trip, although the
sheer amount of material in the museum can be bewildering, and we could have spent
many more hours exploring there.
The November session was a Ghost Walk round Guildford, and in December, the
annual treat was a trip to the theatre to see 'The Wizard of Oz'. The members also
went to Burlington House for the Annual Christmas Lecture. This year the subject was
'Early Christian Monasteries'.

N e w M e m b e r s

The Society is pleased to welcome the following new members;
Burt, B A, 55 Eashing Lane, Godalming, GU7 2LB
Croydon College, Room 155, attn. Paula Mclnnes, Heath Clark Centre, Cooper Road.

Croydon, CR9 4AG
Currle, C, 15 Claudeen Close, Swaythling, Southampton, S018 2HQ
Harp, P, Drudge Hall, Manor of Little Burgh, 5 Green Curve, Banstead, SM7 INS
Heather, Mrs P M, Burniston, Knowle Grove Close, Virginia Water, GU25 4HY
Hills-HarroD. Miss W, 6 Park Lodge, Church Road, Great Bookham, KT23 3PT
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Johnson, Elizabeth, Beech Cottage, Holmbury St Mary, Dorking, RH5 6NU
Lenton, IVIiss S L, 10 Findlay Drive, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3HT
Mikulski, R N, Three Gables, Gaston Gate, Cranleigh, GU6 8PP
Millar, Mrs J J, 32 Aldershot Road, Church Crookham, Hants GU13 OLG
Minett, P J, Burniston, Knowie Grove Close, Virginia Water, GU25 4HY
Nixon, Ms T J, 21 Manville Road, London SW17 8JW
Norris, Mrs P C, Lovelands Mead, Lovelands Lane, Lower Kingswood, Tadworth,

KT20 6XG

Patrick, C J, 11 Woodstock, West Clandon, GU4 7UJ
Tanner, R E, 3 Little Collins, Millers Lane, Outwood, Redhill, RH1 5QA

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

A n n u a l S y m p o s i u m
The Annual Symposium will take place this year on Saturday, 24th February at the
Dorking Christian Centre (adjacent to St Martin's Church), commencing at 10.30 am.
Tickets, price £2.50 (if available at the door, £3.00) available from Mrs Susan
Janaway, Surrey Archaeological Society, Castle Arch, Guildford, Surrey GUI 3SX.
Te l : 0 1 4 8 3 3 2 4 5 4 .

LECTURES & SYMPOSIA COMMITTEE

Mapping the Historic Vi l lage
Mi l lenn ium Pro jec t
A public lecture will be given by Christopher Taylor (Þeld archaeologist and author of

Village and Farmstead: A History of Rural Settlement in England, Fieldwork in
Medieval Archaeology and county landscape histories).

At the Dorking Christian Centre (opposite the west end of St Martin's parish church,
Dorking, at 2.30 pm on Saturday 10 February 1996. Admission free.
This lecture will be followed in March by a workshop led by Dennis Turner. fSee
Bulletin 298 for details)

VISITS COMMITTEE

1995 was a very successful year for visit sand we hope that the 1996 programme will

prove attractive to members.
Not all dates and prices have been Þxed yet and these will appear with full details in
l a t e r e d i t i o n s o f t h e B u l l e t i n .

Saturday April 13th 1996
Morning visit to the Royal Army Medical Corps Museum at Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale,
Surrey, followed by a visit to the newly formed Basingstoke Canal Museum close by.
The visit will be by private cars Ñ plenty of parking available.

Details and map will be sent on receipt of SAE and a cheque for £3 made out to the
SAS and sent to Mrs R Hunter, Burrow Hill House, Pirbright, Surrey GU24 OJS. Tel.
0 1 4 8 3 4 7 4 7 7 7 .
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