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COUNCIL NEWS

Annual General Meeting — a reminder. The Society’s Annual General Meeting will
be held in the Olid Building at the Royal Grammar School, Upper High Street,
Guildford on 22nd November. The meeting will be preceded by guided tours of the
Old Building and Abbot's Hospital, commencing at 2.00 pm.

Excavation Insurance

Mr Webber has handed over the responsibility for the Society’s Excavation Insurance
to Mr Brian Moore to whom requests and queries should now be directed. Mr Moore
can be contacted at Moore Financial Services Ltd, ‘““Hurdles”, Priorsfield Road,
Godalming, GU7 2RQ. Telephone: 0483 810334 — Fax 0483 810967. (An answering
machine is used on occasion). Secretaries of Committees — Visits, Young
Archaeologists etc. who can forecast the dates of their visits or meetings where
insurance is specially needed, as well as directors of excavations, fieldwalking or
surveys should contact Mr Moore as soon as possible with details. Please remember
that insurance cover is important for Society sponsored events and that it is the
responsibility of the organiser or organisers to see that cover is arranged. If there is
any doubt, please double check with Mr Moore.

New Members
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Society:

Mrs D M Evans, 46 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, GU1 2PY

Mrs S M Hamilton, 85 Bushy Hill Drive, Merrow, Guildford, GU1 2UG

Miss E Rowland, 14 Crowhurst Lane End, Tandridge, Oxted, RH8 9NT

Mrs D M Swayne, Pipers Barn, Chinthurst Lane, Shalford, Guildford, GU4 8JS
The Reverend and Mrs B Taylor, The Rectory, The Flower Walk, Guildford, GU2 SEP

SURREY HISTORIC LANDSCAPE STUDIES Steve Dyer

Hindhead Commons

Detailed notes on this survey have appeared in Bulletins 267 and 268. No further
fieldwork has taken place during the intervening period although some progress has
been made with documentary research; this is beginning to shed some light on areas
of surveyed earthworks, particularly the site of Highcombe Farm on the west of the
Smallbrook Valley, which went out of occupation in the 1940’s. A number of old
photographs of this property have helped to explain the complex earthworks and
surviving walling surveyed on the ground.



Fieldwork should recommence on this project in early November, an informal evening
is being planned for late October to give an update of the results so far.

Information on this and future projects can be obtained from Steve Dyer
081-541-8091 (office) or 081-890-0305 (evenings).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Fieldwork Programme for Autumn/Winter 1992/3

Modern farming techniques mean that fields are harvested, ploughed and sown within
a few days. If seed is sown in warm soil the crop may germinate and grow within three
weeks. Gone are the days when the soil was left open to weather over the winter
months and gone also is much of the time when ploughed land is available for field
walking.

This winter it seems likely that several projects in the western part of the County will
be looking for people willing to turn out for walking ploughed land and landscape
survey. These include the Mole Valley project, Helen Davies’ work in Guildford Park,
work at Hindhead in advance of re-routing the A3 and around the Society’s moated
site at South Park, Haslemere.

Uncertainties with weather, ploughing time and crop state make it difficult to notify
possible volunteers through the Bulletin. If there is anyone out there who would like to
be involved in these projects please get in touch and we will let you know when places
and dates are known.

Judie English — Guildford (0483) 276724 (evenings)
Steve Dyer — 081-541-8091 (daytime)

Annual Symposium

The Annual Symposium of the Archaeological Research Committee has been
arranged for Saturday 20th February 1993 at the Christian Community Centre,
Dorking. The morning session will see a range of talks of recent work in the county,
including an aspect of Industrial Archaeology and the work carried out by the Surrey
Historic Gardens Trust.

In the afternoon, the theme will concentrate on documents and archaeology looking at
how various studies on documents can support, or not, the evidence recovered
through excavation and field survey.

As usual a major part of the day will be the opportunity to meet like-minded people
and see a range of displays.

Anyone wishing to display aspects of their recent work, on any related topic, would be
most welcome. All displays may be entered for the Margary Award, with the chance to
win a cash prize of £100 or £50. For further information contact Steve Dyer
081-541-8091 (day) or 081-890-0305 (evening).

VISITS COMMITTEE

VISIT TO LINCOLN 10th — 17th July 1993

The Visits Committee have planned for a group visit to Lincoln in 1993. We have
booked 30 places at the Grand Hotel — The East Midlands Tourist Board Hotel of the
Year — which is in the city centre. All the bedrooms have private facilities. The dates




are from Saturday, 10th July to Saturday 17th July. We will travel there by car or by
public transport, probably stopping at Flag Fen on route.

Of course, some time will be spent exploring the historic city. By coach we hope to
cross the Humber to Beverley. Other coach journeys will include Wainfleet,
Tattershall Castle, Biston on market day, Gainsborough Old Hall, Grantham and
some historic houses such as Belton House (NT). We will follow such people as the
Romans, the Saxons, the Danish Vikings, the beginning of the Pilgrim Fathers’
voyages and those of Joseph Banks.

As we complete the arrangements, we will give further details in subsequent Bulletins.
However, we would like to know how many members are interested. If you are
contemplating coming with us, would you kindly tell me (Te; 0483-505502) or Mrs
Jean West (Tel; 081-393-8970). Firm bookings can follow when you have full details.

NATIONAL SURVEY OF FARMSTEADS

This is a new project which will begin this autumn. Based in York, this survey will
concentrate on five contrasting areas of England, which will be selected after
consultation with other interested bodies to illustrate important contrasts of
topography, agricultural systems and economic character. Farmsteads are under
threat from a variety of pressures. Mechanisation has made many buildings
redundant, as has amalgamation of small farms into larger units, while pressures to
convert redundant farm buildings to new uses is often detrimental to the historic
integrity of the farm complex. The aim of the survey, to be carried out by the
RCHM(E), is to raise awareness of how buildings reveal the development of
agriculture.

The Commission is aware that much valuable work into this subject has already been
accomplished and is keen to hear from anyone researching agriculture or involved in
farm bildings. Knowledge of existing work will have a strong influence on the selection
of the five areas for detailed study. Further information from Colum Giles, RCHME,
Shelley House, Acomb Road, York, YO2 4HB (0904 784411). (Local History News,
Aug 1992.)

CBA GROUP SOUTH-EAST:
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING AND LECTURE

A Special General Meeting of the South-East Regional Group of the Council for British
Archaeology will be held on Friday 27th November, 1992, at 8 pm. It will be held at the
Constitutional Hall, 18 Warwick Road, Redhill, Surrey (250 yards from Redhill
Station).

The short formal meeting will be followed by a talk by Brian Philp, FSA, Director of the
Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit on the subject

TODAY'S SCENE IN ARCHAEOLOGY — AMATEURS, PROFESSIONALS AND
OTHERS

Tea or coffee will be available from 7.30 and VISITORS ARE WELCOME. Brian
Philp’s talk on a theme of vital interest promises to be a stimulating one.







