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COUNCIL NEWS

Annual General Meeting Saturday 25th November 1989 in the Great Hall, Farnham
Castle. Full details next Bulletin.

Subscriptions

Several members have still not paid their subscription for 1989/90, which became due
on 1st April. Would members please send their subscription payments as soon as
possible to Mrs. Susan Janaway at Castle Arch. On receipt of payment, a valid library
card will be issued, which members need to show to be able to use the library.
Subscription rates are currently:

Ordinary Member £15.00
Associate Member £1.00
Junior Member (with Collections) £3.00
Institutional Member (U.K.) £20.00
Institutional Member (Overseas) £30.00

Can you help?

Jean West, who has for many years been a most able and competent
secretary/treasurer to the Visits Committee feels that she must resign at the end of
next year due to ill-health, and we are looking for a replacement(s). The work mainly
involves supervising the visit arrangements, confirming booking arrangements and
looking after the financial side. The two jobs could be separated.

Jean writes — “It can be hard work at times, but rewarding and | have made many
friends”.

If anyone would like to become involved with the work of the Visits Committee and
feels able to take on the role of secretary and/or treasurer perhaps they would ring
Mrs Jean West on 01-393-8970 to find out in greater detail what is entailed.

Do help if you can. The Committee is very active and already has an interesting
programme planned for next year.

Landscape Survey

A meeting was held at the Leatherhead Institute to inaugurate a pilot study of some
twenty square kilometres (about 8 square miles) of the Mole Valley north of Dorking
and south of Leatherhead. The guests were welcomed by the President of the
Society, who drew attention to the need to record and study a wide range of evidence,
and suggested that this might well be the last opportunity to identify those features of
archaeological significance that survive on the ground.

The situation is urgent as changes in land use are obliterating for ever the evidence of



the past. The study is essentially a co-operative venture with local societies, groups
and individuals jointly providing the resources for research at all levels into all
potential sources of information relating to land use and the associated boundaries,
covering a time-span of perhaps four millenia.

The meeting was arranged to present the study to landowners, farmers, members of
the Leatherhead and District Local History Society, and others interested in the pilot
study area. Wide support for this project was shown by those present.

The first stages of research are now in hand, and considerable efforts are now
needed to bring together all evidence from sources such as air photographs,
documents — including old maps, charters, wills, literature, etc. — to provide a basis
for research in the field, due to commence in the autumn and winter of this year.

All who are interested in this project, which can be described as detection on a grand
scale, are invited to participate. Whilst a wide range of skills are required, many
aspects will provide opportunities for skills to be learnt and applied in a study which is
likely to provide a challenge for all. Write in the first instance, to Dr David Bird, Surrey
Archaeological Society, Castle Arch, Guildford, indicating your preferences.

VISITS COMMITTEE

Visit to Leigh and Newdigate
arranged by Mrs J Banks

Saturday October 14th 1989

10.15 a.m. Meet at the Seven Stars, Leigh (TQ 217470). From A25 take
Brockham turning 2 miles east of Dorking, continue south through
Brockham and Strood Green (Spotted Cow on right), then take second
turning left, signposted Leigh. Seven Stars is about one and a quarter
miles on the left, at corner of road to Betchworth. Coffee short stroll in
immediate vicinity.

10.45 am.  Continue along same road about 1 mile to crossroads.

11.00 am.  Assemble on green to see St Bartholomew’s church (including bells),
by kind permission of Rev David Clark.

11.30 a.m. To Old Swaynes Farm (TQ233464). Continue along same road 360
yards and take private road on left. Park cars in single file near house
as there is turning circle.

11.40 a.m. See this house of ¢1460 with Jacobean and Georgian additions (home
for a time of Ben Jonson, playwright), by kind permission of Mr and
Mrs C W Dawson.

12.30 p.m. Lunch. Recommended pubs: Seven Stars or Plough in Leigh; Surrey
Oaks (see below) and Six Bells, opposite church, in Newdigate. Green
at Leigh or Recreation Ground at Newdigate for picnics.

To Newdigate: take turning opposite Leigh Church, at T- junction turn
left, continue to next T-junction (Broad Lane and Parkgate Road) in
about 3 miles, turn right. Surrey Oaks is almost immediately on
right. Straight along Parkgate Road for one and a half miles to
Newdigate Church on the left. Parking in lane just beyond the church,
or at Six Bells opposite.

2.00 p.m. Meet at lychgate, St Peter's Church (TQ198420). See church
(including tower) by kind permission of Canon Manchester, rector.

2.45 p.m. Leave for

3.00 p.m. Gildings Barn, with collection of old farm implements (TQ221414) by
kind permission of Mr and Mrs P Hall. Return to Surrey Oaks but




continue straight on for about two and a half miles (winding road).
Entrance (drive-in) on left, just beyond a pink house and opposite
Rolls Farm. There is a Camping Club sign.

3.45 p.m. To Nye’s Place (TQ201400) one and a half miles south of Newdigate
on east side of the road to Rusper. From Gildings turn left and follow
this road to T-junction (about two and a quarter miles). Turn right (sign
Newdigate), continue for about one and a quarter miles; Nye’s Place is

. now on the right, quite soon after the bend.

4.00 p.m. See this late 16th century yeoman’s house of two and a half storeys on
a transitional plan from open hall, by kind permission of Mr and Mrs G
Capel, owners and restorers , in two or three parties.

4.45p.m. Cream tea at Cromwell’s, Kingsfold (TQ169365). Turn left onwards
out of Nye’s Place, take first turning on right (about 2 miles), follow this
winding road, then turn left onto the A24. Continue for 3 miles to
junction of A24 and road to Billingshurst (A29, first turning right).
Cromwell’s is at junction of these two roads.

NUMBERS STRICTLY LIMITED TO 40.

TICKETS: Members £4.00; non-members £4.10; students £1.50 to include
administration, morning coffee, afternoon tea and donations Please send cheque with
SAE to Mrs Jean West, 123 Ewell By Pass, Ewell, Epsom, Surrey KT17 2PX (tel 01
393 8970) not later than 30th September to enable final arrangements to be
completed.

Programme for 1990

Visits are planned to Whitechapel Fell Foundry; Poole; Rake Manor, Milford and
Witley; the Cotswolds; and a week long visit to Leicester.

In addition, owing to the exceptional demand for the Visit to Puttenham and
Wanborough, a repeat visit will be made on the 9th May 1990 preference being given
to those who were on the Waiting List this year.

EXCAVATIONS COMMITTEE

David Field has resigned as Chairman of the Committee following his move to a new
post in the RCHM (E) office in Salisbury. The new chairman is Steve Dyer.

LOCAL GROUP AND SOCIETY NEWS

Surrey Industrial History Group

The SIHG held its Annual General Meeting on the 24th June aboard the narrow boat
John Pinkerton, moored at Colt Hill Bridge, Odiham. Alan Crocker, Peter Tarplee and
John Wakeley were re-elected as Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer respectively.






