EARLY MEDIEVAL

SURREY

Landholding, Crurch and Settlement

JOHN BLAIR



EARLY MEDIEVAL SURREY
Landholding, Church and Settlement
before 1300

JOHN BLAIR

ALAN SUTTON PUBLISHING AND
SURREY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
1991



First published in the United Kingdom in 1991 by
Alan Sutton Publishing Ltd - Stroud - Gloucestershire and
Surrey Archaeological Society

Copyright © John Blair 1991

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Blair, John
Early medieval Surrey : landholding, Church and settlement before 1300.
1. Surrey. Social conditions, history
I. Title
942.21

ISBN 0 86299 780 1

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data applied for

Typesetting and origination by
Alan Sutton Publishing Limited
Printed in Great Britain



Contents

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
PREFACE
KEY TO SHADING CONVENTIONS ON CHURCH PLANS

INTRODUCTION
The scope of this study
The county of Surrey
The sources

1 THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND MANORIAL FRAMEWORK
Early territorial organisation
‘Multiple estates’ and the antiquity of small land-units
The development of the ‘classic manor’
Conclusion

2 LAND EXPLOITATION AND THE FORM OF SETTLEMENT
The evidence
Colonisation of land: the London Basin and Windsor Forest areas
Colonisation of land: the Downs and Dip-slope
Colonisation of land: the Weald clay and Greensand
The development of settlement types
Conclusion

3 SMALLHOLDINGS IN THE AGRARIAN LANDSCAPE
Agriculture in medieval Surrey
The nature of the Surrey virgate
The early development of subdivided holdings
Holding sizes in the 13th century: the land-market and the dissolution of the virgate
The development of compact holdings
Fragmentation and assarting: the expansion of subdivided fields?
The consolidation of subdivided land
Conclusion

4 THE ANGLO-SAXON MINSTER CHURCHES AND THEIR FATE
The evidence
Chertsey
Woking
Stoke-by-Guildford
Farnham
Godalming
Kingston upon Thames
Leatherhead
Southwark
Lambeth
Bermondsey
Godstone

101
101
102
102
103



The political and territorial context of the minster churches 103

The survival of mother-church attributes and functions 105
Conclusion 107
5 LOCAL CHURCHES: THE PATTERN AND CHRONOLOGY OF
FOUNDATION 109
The evidence 109
Local churches in the pre-Danish period 111
Important pre-Conquest estate churches: the royal demesne 113
Late Anglo-Saxon ecclesiastical proprietors 114
Late Anglo-Saxon lay proprietors 115
The church in Domesday Surrey 120
The private churches of laymen, 10861140 124
The ‘pastoral’ churches of religious houses, 1140-80 126
The later 12th and 13th centuries 129
Conclusion 133
6 THECHURCH IN RURAL SOCIETY: ENDOWMENT, OWNERSHIP AND
THE CONCEPT OF THE PARISH 134
The building and its topographical setting 135
The glebe and parsonage 136
Monastic patronage, 1086-1200 142
The alienability of tithe 148
Patrons, bishops and monastic possession 150
The consolidation of the parish in 12th-century Surrey 152
Ecclesia and capella 154
Conclusion 157
CONCLUSION 160
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 163
BIBLIOGRAPHY 165
NOTES 178

INDEX 212



List of Illustrations

1 Index map of parishes 3
2 Index map of hundreds 4
3 Geology and geographical regions 5
4  Hundreds, early territorial units and central places 13
S The evidence of territorial links 15
6  Territorial boundaries and hill-forts 16
7 Boundary bank and barrows on Preston Down, Banstead 18
8  The early territorial geography of south-east England 23
9  ‘Multiple estates’ in Surrey 26
10 A possible Roman field layout at Leatherhead and Ashtead 29
11 Selected manors of the 10th to 12th centuries 32
12 Place-names in -leah and -hyrst 36
13 Place-names in -ersc, -falod, -ceart and -sceat 37
14 Population and plough-teams in 1086 41
15 The settlement pattern of the Leatherhead area 44
16  Compact Downland farms in Leatherhead and Mickleham 47
17 The origins of Leatherhead and Blechingley towns 57
18 Regular village plans on Chertsey Abbey manors 59
19 The deserted settlement at Pachenesham, Leatherhead 61
20  Moated sites in Surrey 63
21 Evidence for subdivided fields in Surrey 67
22 The township of Waddon 68
23 Sizes of smallholdings on five manors 78
24 The dismemberment of a compact holding, ¢1260-80 86
25 The minster churches and their parochiae 93
26  Newark Priory endowments and Woking minster parish 96
27 Godalming and Farnham churches 98
28 Kingston minster parish 100
29 Bisley church and eceles hamme 112
29A  The late Anglo-Saxon church at Hascombe 116
30 Church plans: late Anglo-Saxon 117
31 Church plans: late Anglo-Saxon 118
32 Churches recorded in 1086 121
33 Church plans: late [1th and early 12th centuries 123
34 Church plans: late 11th and early 12th centuries 125
35 Churches first recorded during 1087-1180 127
36  Church plans: 12th century 128
37 Churches first recorded during 1181-1291 130
38  Churches on demesne manors of Chertsey Abbey 131
39 Church plans: late 12th and 13th centuries 132
40  Churches by manor-houses 136
41 Churches by villages and rectories 137

42 Compact glebes 138

vil



vili

43
44
45
46
47

EARLY MEDIEVAL SURREY

The church and Church Farm, Horne

Churches, land and tithe acquired by Lewes Priory
Churches, land and tithe acquired by Southwark Priory
Monastic acquisitions of churches, 1087-1180
Godalming minster parish

141
144
145
151
158



Preface

This book was originally written as a doctoral thesis for the University of Oxford, begun in 1976
and submitted in 1982. Fourteen years have therefore passed between commencement and
publication, and during this period scholarship has not stood still. Although I have done my best
to assimilate new work, I have found, like many dilatory writers before me, that it is hard to
re-formulate old concepts and re-think old thoughts. In particular, Alan Everitt’s monumental
study of Kent, Continuity and colonisation, appeared too late to have much influence on my work;
readers of both books may, however, notice striking correspondences as well as obvious
differences.

Among debts incurred during preparation of the thesis my greatest is to Barbara Harvey, for
her unfailing guidance and for her kindness and patience with a wayward and disorganised
research pupil. I also owe much to Elizabeth Gardner for her help; and to my parents, who
encouraged my early interest in the history of Surrey and transported me to many of the sites and
monuments mentioned in these pages. Brasenose College and The Queen’s College have
successively provided generous support for my research, and I would especially like to thank
Philip Jones for the encouragement which he gave me in the early stages of my Oxford career. To
Philip Riden, who helped to initiate several of the lines of thought pursued here, I owe a debt
which is considerable if impossible to define. For access to unpublished sources I am grateful to
Merton College (Dr ] R L Highfield and Mr ] Burgass), Westminster Abbey (the late Mr N
Macmichael), Surrey County Record Office, Guildford Muniment Room, the College of Arms,
the Bodleian Library, the British Library, the Public Record Office, the Greater London Record
Office, Canterbury Cathedral Library, Lambeth Palace Library and the Minet Library.

Revision of the text for publication has been facilitated by the careful and constructive
comments of my examiners (James Campbell and Eric Stone) and editors (Rosamond Hanworth
and Elizabeth Stazicker). Among the many people who have given help and advice on specific
points, I would especially like to thank Roger Bacon, Keith Bailey, Shirley Corke, Ralph Evans,
Mark Gardiner, Jeremy Greenwood, Gerry Moss, Rob Poulton, David Robinson, Nigel
Stanley, Lilian Thornhill, Dennis Turner, Heather Warne and Christopher Whittick. Last but
not least, grateful thanks are due to Pat Lloyd, whose quick and accurate typing has made
revision so much easier than it might have been; and to my wife Sarah, who has performed the
miracle of making me finish this book.

JOHN BLAIR
The Queen’s College, Oxford
August, 1989



KEY TO SHADING CONVENTIONS ON CHURCH PLANS

Standing entire Fragmentary

In the Anglo-Saxon tradition “\\\\
50600000880
In the Norman tradition, before ¢1140 - I

c1140-80

Z
Z
.

c1180-1220

Plans generally omit all features later than the phase represented, and use the following conventions for
reconstructions:

Shading as in left-hand column: Standing entire

Shading as in right-band column: Excavated footings; walls pierced by later arcades but surviving above them;
and the positions of doors and windows which are later in their present form but may reflect original
positions.

Continuous outline: Later walls, arcades etc which seem likely to preserve the line of walls of the relevant
period.

Broken outline: Conjectural reconstruction

Windows and doors shown in broken outline are purely conjectural
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